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INTRODUCTION FOR SPECIAL EDITION OF JAPAN CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY NEWS 


This extra edition of the Japan Christian Activity News 
is published as a special service so that all our readers can 
review the report for the Evanston Assembly of the Commission 
on Ecumenical Study of the Japan National Christian Council. 
The Commission was organized specially in May, 1953 to prepare 
this report for the Second Assembly of the World Council of 


Churches. 


The purpose of the report is to convey to the Assembly the 
views of the Japanese Protestant Christian churches on the 
topics which will be discussed at Evanston. It is the feeling 
of the editors that these views should be of vital interest 
to all those concerned with the cause of Christianity in 


Japan. 
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FOREWORD 

The Commission on Ecumenical Study of the National Christian 
Council of Japan was organized in May 1953. 

The function of this Commission was defined as primarily to 
prepare a report on the views of the Japanese Churches with regard 
to the Second Assembly of the Worid Council to be convened in August 
1954 at Evanston I1ll., U.S.A.; and secondly to endeavor to permeate 
the Ecumenical Movement among the churches in Japan. 

This Commission was appointed by the NCC as there is no other 
organizations except the council to represent the whole Christian 
Movement in Japan. 

The Commission usually met once a month to compare the notes 


on study of the Evanston Preparatory leaflets published by the 
Study Dept. of the W.C.C. on the following topics. 


Main Theme: Christ - The Hope of the Werld 

Faith and Order - Our oneress in Christ and our disunity as Churches 
Evangelism - The Mission of the Church 

Social Questions ~ The Responsible Society 

International Affairs -~ Struggle for World Community 

Inter-group Relations - Racial and Ethnic Tensions 


The Laity - The Christians in his Vocation 


The preparatory leaflets on the six subsidiary topics, issued 


by the Study Department of the WCC were translated intc Japanese in 
one booklet form entitled "The Problem of the Modern Churches" and 
was distributed in Japan. 


Our Commission on Ecumenical Studies continued its study since 
May 19)3 for half a year, and alongside with the study of the Central 
Commission, a certain study groups were set up in several loca. centers 
and the results of their study were also taken into consiceraci-: in 
drafting this report. 
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MAIN THEME ~- CHRIST - The Hope of the World 
On the: Main Theme = "Christ, the Hope of the World" 


-Even at this period at the close of the Second World War, the 
world situation is yet in a great confusion and chaos, suffering 
with no hope to see any light of final solution. 

Everyone is greatly alarmed that the Third World War will become 
unavoidable if these groups of nations divided into two camps 
continue to pursue to accomplish their respective policies. 
Never-the-less any reconciliation between the two seems very 
difficult and they are keeping on the hopeless tension. 

In every age throughout the history of mankind gen always 
struggled to find some bright hopes in their life, in vain, but 
this:'is a particular age, when it occurred in a special form 

in this world. Is there any hope for the contemporary men to 
see the "Silver lining of the dark clouds?" 

it is prime inportance to realize that Christ is the master of 
human history and the ultimate hope of the world. 

The Christian churches established in various countries with 
respective historical backgrounds are now confronting the 
challenge of various thoughts from outside. In order to conquer 
them, there is need to unite the Christian forces on a world-- 
wide scale. 

It is commonly held that the American Theology is based on 
the progressive historical views, while the Furopean Theology 
is generally inclined to the hschatological views. It may be 
a very important question with the churches of the. world that 
how these two currents of theological thougnts could get along 
together to build the virtue of Ecumenical churches. There 
may arise some expression of opinions based on the ‘difference 


_ of theological views, even in the Evanston Assembly. 


dk ie 


However, those two streams of thoughts must be blended into 
one message of the church based on the fundamental principles 
of the Biblical teachings. 

The main theme seems to grips the key to open the treasury 
containing the old and new. 


Some Comments on the Second Report 


Our Commission discussed about the General theme as presented 
in the Second Report, and here are some Comments. 


(1) We appreciate the idea of ‘Larger Christ’ than the traditional 
conception of the church in its expression that.-Christ is 
not only the hope of the Christian churches but also of the 
whole world. ; 
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(2) Our commission expressed their opinion, wondering tf ta 
Re it not better understood in the non-Christian land Lite 
Japan, where Christian tradition 1s not yet fixed, if 
the negative phases of the problem coma firat and th 
positive side be dealt with next, That means te change 
the order, to take up the second chapter firet and first 
Chapter next, 


(3) The scriptural reference, on the whole, seems as if they 
vs! were cited at random with some preconceived idea that 
there seems no any continuity as if they are detached 
fron their context. Qur commigaion raised a question, 
what is the reason that the Biblical passages which 
directly mention the hope in Christ is not ineluded, 
e.g. "Jesus Christ our Hope" (I Tim, 1:1) 18 not queted 
here, but other passages rather indirectly referring 

to the hope are adopted, 

Our commission felt that it is net easy to find out 
what is involved on the eighth ehapter of Komuna in 
relation to the Christian hope in Christ, 


(4) The comnission noticed the fact that hitherte our 
Japanese churches generally have been congentrating eur 
efforts to build up the Kingdom by sthieal social aetion, 
and rather neglected the mystical eschatological side 
of the New Testament teachings, although there have 
been certain groups or individuals upholding the doctrine, 


if In the study of the Second Report, we now eume to realiae 
: the need to emphasize the eschatological hope, 

we It is our desire that our ethical social action should 

be based on the firm belief on the eternal Christian 

; hopes We appreciate that in this Second Report, 1% 

b reveals this idea and new tendency, although it is not 


defined clear enough, and we wish that the both phases 
of the Kingdom shall be more elearly stated in the next 
Report. 


(5) Wo realize that there are several more falso utoptlan 
ideas besides those mentioned as Stalinism, Seientifie 
humanism and democratic utoplanism in the Geeond Hopert, 
Yationalism now newly reviving at thin postewar period 
is exerting a strong influence amoup the nationa, nob 


A only among the Asian countries but also all the nations 
b4 of the world, 
Meanwhile in connection with it, tho imperinlian of 


great powers, consciously or uncousclously, 16 dominate 

ing the minds of many people, and impertalisn alongside 
g Y peop.c, | 

with nationalism may be counted as another one phase of 
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(6) 


a false utopianism, too. 

Nationalism closely connected with religious faith like 

ccate Ghintcism in Japan is reviving along with the reactionary 
thought at present which shall be counted as one of the 

false utopianism. 


Our commission expressed the views that we should try to 
avoid anything from giving false impression or misleading 
conception by terminology used in the Report. 

Some members referred to the use of the term as ‘Stalinism! 
which is very likely to convey a false impression in 
association, with a particular person rather than an ideology, 
We wondered if is it not suitable to denote in a more 
general term on economic system of materialistic philosophy. 
In another place, we see the term apocalypticism is used. 
Such term is also very likely to be interpreted in peculiar 
ways, and our commission would like to suggest that those 
words should be very carefully used. 


FAITH AND ORDER 


f Bos Qur_Unity Vie Chriss 


"If any man be in Christ he is a new creature" 
rt Cory, 527) 


When a man is in Christ, he is newly created, and while he 
is in this world he has his ‘citizenship in Heaven' as the 
"people of God' and belongs to the body of Christ. 


So long as a man is in Christ and remain true to the 
intercession of Christ, he is entitled to the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit. 


Meanwhile, he will be given the privilege in participating 
in the war, when Christ, the conquerer, fight against the evil 
forces of the world. Indeed, those who belong to the Church of 
Christ, he belongs, to the church in unity in the Holy spirit 
working through the words of God and the Sacrament. Meantime, 
he is also member of the church militant which fight against the 
evil forces of devils, death and sin. 


In this respect for those who are in Christ, there can never 
be any division so long as they are in Christ. 


Tf. Our Present status 


Notwithstanding the facts above mentioned, we deeply deplore 
that the church; the body of Christ actually remains in ‘divided 
status! to our great regrets. What does this mean? Whenever 
the 'divided statust is talked about several problems will be 
considered, such as the self-examination of the Christians that 
the church does not function well under one organic union, 
division of the church into East and West, the distinction between 
the Catholicism and Protestantism, and the Criticism against 
the church by those who urge in division of denominations, 


These problems are being involved and there may arise many 
other problems to be considered. 


The National Christian Council is the only organ which is 
able to take up the work to investigate throughly the present 
status of the church from various angles. However, it is limited 
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mainly within the constituencies of the NCC, and it tis almost 
impossible to solve the problem of the Church Unity only in Japan. 
There remains most complicated problems involved when we have to 
consider, about those denominations staying outside of the NCC, 
those new missionary bodies which began their work in Japan at 

the postwar period, those non-church groups, and moreover the 
problem with ‘the Roman Catholic church etc. 


III. The Solution of the Problems 


Although we are conscious of the 'Oneness in Christ’ yet 
being actually under the present status of divided churches, it 
is unavoidable to get rid of the tension between unity and 
disunity. 


However, the relationship is not so simple as to be solved 
easily by unification of the ouvward structures. As the problem 
is inter-related to the mission of the Gospel and the Sacrament, 
the study must begin on the true nature of the church. In order 
to preach Christ as the hope of the world, the mission of the 
Gospel and the Sacrament must be rightly presented to the world. 


The words of God being the power to the salvation of man, it 
will have both phases of eschatological as well as ethical and 
social features, when it comes in contact with the life of man. 


IV. Conclusion 
The above mentioned statement may be summarized as follows: 


(a) Theological investigation on the fundamental nature of 
the church shall be required. In this respect, the 
conception of the churches of the constituencies of the 
N.C.C. shall be throughly discussed based on the 
scriptural teachings. 


(b) The unity of the church is already realized among the 
Christians.in Christ. However, if we wish to accomplish, 
the organic unity, it must be considered on the world-wide 
scale. 


If we take up the problem within the area of Japan, it will 
not only help to solve the problem, it will rather hinder the 
solution of it. In order to make missionary enterprise more 
effective we wish the problem of unification of the organization 
shall be presented to the world council for further discussion. 
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¥. Church Union in Japan 

In June 1941 the Church of Christ in Japan was organized as 
a union of thirty four Protestant denominations. The United 
Church had to withstand against the presure from outside civil 
and military powers in order protect the life of the Christian 
church. We believe that the consilidation of Christian forces 
at the critical time in facing and dealing with the problems 
with united front certainly proved to be most effective, in 
protecting the life and interest of Christian religicn in Japan. 


At the close of the war however, the situation rapidly changed, 
and some denominations once united had to withdraw. The United 
Church at first rather loosely united allowing the historic 
characteristics of the former dencminations, finding unity in 
varieties. 


However, it naturally has developed to be real one church with 
its own new creed, and so some had to withdraw, though there 
may be several some other reasons involved in it. Notwithstanding 
of those difficulties, the Church of Christ is making steady 
progress as the greatest church in Japan, holding 70% of the 
whole Protestant members. 
Thus the Church Union in Japan shall prove to be a worthy experi- 
ment in the Union Movement. © 
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SVANGELISM - The Mission of the Church 


I. Practical results ot Evangelization of Japan 


We are drawing near to the historic year of commemoration of 
the Centenary of the Opening of Protestant missions in Japan in 
1959. The practical results of the evangelization of Japan can 
not be said as a great success. 

Therefore it needs thorough study and research on evangelism. 
The hindrances against the evangelism in Japan shall be considered 
under two topics. 


(a) Objective elements - outside condition 
(b) Elements within the church - inside condition 
These two may be sub-divided into several items. 


(A) Objective hindrances 
(1) In every country there will exist some religious system 

which may be compared to and confront with Christian 
religion. 
In Japan, especially in rural area, there the primitive 
ethnic religion still remain and holds its ground firmly. 
Even among those intellectuals in general, the primitive 
or superstitious religious sentiments still are 
prevailing. One of the remarkable phenomena at the 
Post-war period is the most active uprising of the 
pseudo-religions or new-regions. They got several 
millions of adherents within a course of a few years. 
The religious conception of Japanese in general is in the 
stage to be well satisfied by the doctrine appealing, 
to the material and carnal benefit, which is propagated 
by those new religions. 
Meanwhile, there are great religious systems like Buddhism 
and Shintoism which have long historical background and 
heritage. The Shintoisi iad a special relations with the 


State, and it was closely connected with the political 
power of the State. 
It had to give up the special privilege as Uhe state 


religion, eb thesclose of tho war. 

However, recently there is some movenient to revive and 
regain its former privilege. Th. snintoism holds: its 
ground deeply rooted in the heart of our Japanese people 
as national cult based on traditional ancestor worship. 
The Buddhism being highly developed religion strongly 
holds its ground in the hearts of the multitude of the 
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people with its tradition through the national life for 
more than thousand years 

Both Shintoism and Buddhism, not only strong as religious 
system as they are but also created the social conditions 
along their teachings. 


(2) The spirituel and social background of our Japanese 
people stand on the way of Christian Evangelism. 
Firstly The coilective community life such as feudalistic 
family system and sraditional village customs firmly 
grips the minds of our people, and it makes most difficult 


for Christian evangelism as the general public are not yet 
fully develweec in the spirit of freedom of individuals 

as, the moder dan 

Secondly cs woes wivuous saying that how narrow nationalism 
centerius around ine Imperial household proved to be 

a great hindrance for Christian evangelism in the past, 

and althnouga it seemed te be straightened at the close 


of the war wher Emoeror nimself declared that he is not 
a God but a man. yet recently some signs of revival of 
the same national sentiment are seen among the general 
publac, 

Most of our Japanese nation are considering the Christian 
religion as @ toreign religion. At the close of the war, 
aeue people toox their attitude likely to readily accept 
Christianity along with the occupation policy. However, 
now-a-days, the American POULey LS etrecly.critaciged; 

and the feeling of anti-Christ is gradually prevailing 
among our nation. 

ire’ Communism, scientific humanism, and nihilism 
are taking nold of the minds of our people especially 
among the younger generation, and it is inevitable that 
such a tendency on thought life stands on the way of 
Christian evangelism, 

lastly Japanese Social life, especially at this 
post-war period, is so generally suffering from moral 
degradation. and so the people Living among such a 

social environment, influenced by such a trend of thought, 
naturally lacks in the strong will bravely to change the 
course of lite and resolutely to become.a Christian. 


(B) The Problem of hindrances within the Church 


I. The Church's inbroversion 


(1) The chureh hae to challenge to the world with the 
Gospel, as the light of the world and the salt of the 
earth. However, = becomes so weak that it is unable 
to. bear the burden of its mission. 

The churches sowetimes.too busy for their own 
maintenance uager te sel l+support tend to take negative 
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and secular attitude to shut up its life, solely within 
the. church. Naturally the aggressive evangelistic 
enthusiasm gradually shall retard. 

It cannot be said that all the churches in Japan has 
the tendency to confine within the church, but we 
should have deep self-retrospect at this point. 


Christian evangelism was developed along the line of 

the western civilization brought in to Japan since the 
Meiji Restoration. Under such a circumstances it was 
developed among the intellectuals comparatively in great 
cities or:in the urban area, and the Gospel does not yet 
fully reach to the laboring class and the rural area. 


In whatever age, the mode of thinking between the older 
and younger generations is naturally different, but the 
rapid change of our Japanese social life and the radical 
transference of all the thought life at the post-war 
period, makes it distinctively different in their ideas, 
even only a few years difference in their age. 

This trend of thought naturally reflects itself even 
among the church members, 


As the history of Christian evangelism in Japan is not 
yet long enough, the Christian customs and manners 

as well as the vocabularies are not yet fully assimilated 
to the national sentiment. 


The evangelistic line of work in Japan is so complicated 

now that so many new missions which have no relation with 
the NCC and do not cooperate with others have come in 

to begin their evangelistic work at this post-war period, 
detrimental to the missionary enterprise. 


II. Hopeful signs of Evangelisin in Japan 


Through the Ecumenical movement, the revival of 
evangelistic Theology has been brought in and the true 
meaning of the world mission of the churches gradually 
coming to be reqlized by our Christians. 

As the result of this tendency, the research and study 
on the stratepic policias of the Evangelization of Japan 
is being urgently needed. In this respect, the "Report 
on the Fundamental Strategic Policies of Evangelism 

in Japan" prepared by the WCC is the most important 
sources, and it must be recognized as an cpoch-inaking 
study work in this country. 

The commission used it as the most reliable source 
materials for reference on Evangelism. 
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("The Sunmary Report on the Fundamental Strategic Policies 
of Evangelism in Japan" is printed as an appendix to 
this report.) 


Missionary self-consciousness of the laity 


The laity is now gradually awakening to the missionary 
obligation that the Evangelism is not only the 
responsibility of the clergy, but every Christian should 
feel his own duty for evangelism together with the 
ministers. 

The laucy should be responsible for "visitation 
evangelism" and they should stand on the front line on 
"Vocational Evangelism." 


Pioneer Evangelism 


It may be said that Japanese churches are all engaging 

jn Pioneer Evangelism in general, and the policies are 
taken now toward rural towns and villages from tho cities, 
and to the laboring class than the intellectuals. 

However it will take some years to sce the actual 

results of the work. 


Activities of the foreign missionaries 


The relationship between Japanese churches ani foreign 
Missions are generally defined as passing, through the 
following stages. 


(a) The stage of autonomous evangelism of the missions. 

(bd) The stage of cooperation, between the mission and the 
church. 

(c) The stage of coordination or integration GF the 
mission. 


The majority of the mission boards working in Japan 
today seems to be on the (b) or (c) stages. 

Japanese churches depended much upon the missions 

in Pioneer evangelism in the past, and the cooperation 
of the Miscionaries 1s imperative to reach to the 

vast unoccupied field; especially we badly need those 
missionaries specially trained for particular lines of 
work in order t strengthen the weak points in our 
Pioneer evengelism. 

We always welcome missionaries from abroad, under the 
spirit of fcumenical movement, and meantime we are 
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praying for the day will come when our churches also 
could participate in the world evangelism, 


In this respect, we shall refer to a statement "Strategic 
Policies on Missionary Cooperation" which we have 
submitted to the different world conferences. 


Christian educational evangelism 


In this field where Christian religion is considerably 
minor forces among other great religions, the role of 
Christian educational evangelism through Christian schools, 


Christian kindergartens must be considered very great and 
important. 
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STRATHGIC POLICIES ON MISSIONARY COOPERATION 


(1) We have no any standing strategy committee at present, altho! 
we have Church relation committee of the NCC. 
We should like to have such a committee organized by the 
missionary and church leaders by the influence of the WCC. 


(2) We shall refer to such a strategy committee such matters as: 
(a) As a committee on comity it shall have to study about 
the overlapping of the work or division of area. 

(bo) To arrange and to plan together in order to begin the 

pioneer work, 


(3) An exchange of experience with other Asian countries shall 
be helpful for us, to know the real situation through exchange 
of personnel and reports. 


(a) We are much embarrassed by the confusion of so many new 
non-cooperative missions working along their own way 
on the field, but there is no means to straighten this 
matter as the constitution of our country guarantees the 
freedom of propagation. We are afraid that there would 
be no any other way to check on this problem than to 
leave it to the judgment of our general public. 


There are so many new American denominations sending 

out their missionaries to Japan at this post-war period, 
and almost all of these new missionaries are non-- 
cooperative with neither Japanese churches nor NCC, 

to our great regret. 

These Missions may not be in the NCCC in the States, 

and may be difficult to approach to them even in 
America, but it will help the work on the field if their 
attitude be changed by the influence from their home 
base, and respond to us to cooperate with the Missions 
and established churches connected with the NCC, 


(bo) It is desirous that the WCC would urge any other churches 
which want to begin work among unreached people here in 
Japan, first of ally to get in close touch with the NCC. 


It is true that some denominations withdrew from the 
United church partly due to the influence of the former 
denominational connection with older churches, and it 
is unfortunate if the older churches take the attitude 
to encourage the separation of unity among the younger 
churches. 


(4) As the new policies of the Mission Boards Working in Japan, 
we wish you would consider that: 
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(a) The candidate secretary while recruiting missionaries 
for Japan, would be himself well equipped with some 
knowledge and experience on Japan. 

(b) To appoint some specially trained missionaries for 
such as laborers evangelism, factory evangelism, rural 
evangelism etc. 

(c) To consider the appointment of Japanese missionaries 
to send out to other countries. 


Before the war, there existed some overseas missionary 
agencies in Japan such as follows: 


Fast Asia Missionary Society 
Overseas Missionary Association 
South Sea Islands Mission 


These agencies used to send Japanese ministers to Manchuria, 
China and South Sea Islands. However all these agencies had 
to resolve during the war. It is our earnest prayer that 
some such missionary work should be re-started when the 
situation become fitted for such a plan. 


Recently Japan Episcopal church sent out a Japanese pastor 
for work in Okinawa. 

It is possible that the Japanese churches to bear the 
financial responsibilities in sending the missionsries to 
the near-by countries. 


The missionary work for Indonesia, Malay and other eHurer ies 
will be much more expensive and it is desirable that our 
missionary agency might cooperate with some om the older 
churches in jcint support of those missionaries. 


Types of work should be decided on an inter-denominational 
basis: 


International peace; social reform, Christian problem of 
Jivine: church school work; work for students; work for 
soldiers; social survey; study on church and economic 
relatvons.; Audio-Visual Aid> Christian literature; , 
research work; public relations; language school for 
missionzries; compilation and publication of hymnals. 
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SOCIAL QUH#STIONS - RESPONSIBLE SOCIETY 


ee 


I. New Approach to the Social Questions 


The Social problems can never thoroughly be solved merely by 
various "isms" such as 'individualism or totalitalianism' 
communism or capitalism, ‘liberalism or conservatism'. 

Human rights are now generally recognized in various nations, 
and are claimed by every person. It is now commonly held that 
the state should be responsible for the welfare of ‘a least 
Gre: fy 

Generally speaking, the social security regulations are 
gradually realizing even in Japan as a welfare state. 
Christians should take up the Social problems as their 
responsibility toward God and man and do their best to promote 
the interest and welfare of society. 

The conservative views are now socedily passing which hold 
the principles that the Christians who wholeheartedly devote 
Themselves to the salvation of individual souls rather than 
any social activities are the most faithful and devout ones. 
The idea of "Responsible Society" should be cherished among 
us Christians on the distinctive Christian view-point, apart 
from the secular conception of society without God. 

There is our Christian duty to be responsible toward God and 
man and render service superior to the ordinary activity of 
those non-religious people. 

In Japan, ever since the Meiji Restoration, all the social 
reform and welfare movements have been initiated by the 
Christians as the forefront Pioneer leaders on the field. 


Il. Social Welfare Work and Christianity 


Now that the Social Welfare works are gradually transferred 
to the state following the regulations concerning social 
security, there arise some new questions among our Christian 
social worker's. 

Those Christian social institutions formerly established by 
the Christians now are receiving the subsidy from the 
government, and are gradually loosing the Christian spirit, 
and there is a danger to be secularized just as the ordinary 
social institutions. 

However, even though Christian institutions thus are enlisted 
under the administration of the government, Christians' view 
on Social Welfare work must be different from those non-- 
Christian social workers, and the Christian characteristics 
should be maintained as their noble heritage. 

In this respect, the responsibility of the churches and 
Christians on social welfare activities are increasingly 
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heavy more than in the former days, and we f 


‘Yoal the need that 


Christian social institutions must be well equipped, not toa 
fall behind the gfovernmental institutions in their facilities, 
The church should provide well trained social workers in this 
line of work. We shall also allude to the need of specially 


trained missionary social workers, and wi Ll] 


Look forward to 


the devotional works of the Deaconess movement. 


III. To Enforce the Sunday Vacation 
The traditional custom in the western count: 
vacation on Sundeys based on the scriptural 
most noble inheritance of humanitarian syst 


Jes to observe 
injunetion is the 
Me 


However, there ie genervel trend of secularization throughout 
the world, especially in Jagan where Christian tradition 1s 


not established, it is very important to ur 
of the system of Sunday Vacation, Now sund, 
for the nation, but lt 49 mlinogt nominal, as 
schools are planning ala wings of agtivitie: 
We desire that the WOO would take some stop 
with other organizations such as UNESCO eo. 
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on the world-wide sea.° 


IV. The Problems on Temperance Movement 


ro the observance 
is are holiday 

; even the publie 

; on Sundays. 

; as to confer 
mforee this system 


In the past, Japanese cnurches yonerally have taken up the 
attitude of strict temperance. Other religions like 
Shintoism and Buddhism have been morally degraded just as 


the salt lost its savor, Christians have be 


could set a good example and speak about the 


and good habits with conviction, 


‘ 


nm only ones who 
moral chastity 


Now at this post-war period when confusion and depravity of 
moral life being so remarkabie temperance io so urgent, and 
Christians only hold the key to open the way to Lead the 


general public. 
These problems related to the serene family 


life, the 


temperance of youth, the use of narcotic drugs as opium, 
cocain otc. are not only national probloms but advo problems 
closely related to the world at large, so bhat the probleme 


should be taken up at the World Conlerance 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS - The Struggle for World Community 


I. Foreword 


The world is severely suffering in great confusion and we 
Christians must realize that the whole world is confronting a 
grave crisis at present. 

We Should take into consideration the following attitude when 
we deal with the problems on International Affairs. 


(1) We must clearly define, the causes of the confusion by 
scientific study of the objective “facts. 


(2) We must find out the basis Sor solution of the international 
problems. 


(3) We must find out what contributions ere we Chrissians 
expected to make toward iti. 


II. Problems underlyines the internationel Avfairs 


We should ciearly discern two facts underlying the International 
problems. The first is the relation between the groups, of 
Soviet Russia and its Satellites on the one hand ard U.S.A. 

and Western free states on the other. 

The tension between these two groups has not been relaxed even 
a little, but rather it seems that the armed competition is 
becoming increasingly acute. 

As the results, both sides are so threatened and alarmed, over- 
taken by hysteria caused by propaganda in the cold war. 

We are afraid that it will lead to the grave tragedy affectirg 
the destiny of all the nations. 

The. second problem underlying the International Affairs is 

the revolutionary change now taking place in the under-develovd 
countries. Since the close of the war, many backward nations 
have become new independent states. 

AS the industrial economic difficulties incvitably involvas 

the political problems, this second problem tends to be 

closely intertwisted with the first problem of politics lL. 
militalistic situation, and will gradually acce.tuate the 
dangerous International situation. 

Japan is indeed suffering from the lack of food stuff to 
Support her overflowing population, in tier barrow land with 
inadequate production. India and other natiors are likewise 
suffering from similar reasons. ‘These probiens shoul be 

inv stigated internationally from the Chrisster sturdmoints. 
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Ttl. International Organ for Solution of International Problems 


Under the Present Situation of the World the Organ of the 

United nations is the only efficient organ. 

We know that the U.N. is neither perfect nor strong organiza- 

tion at present, but we must recognize the need of this organ 

for the time being. The reasons for supporting this organ are 
as follows: 

(1) The U.N. is the unique organ to provide the opportunities 
to discuss about the international problems with the 
delegation from the Soviet Union and its Satellites 
countries, and that of the United States and Western free 
states. 


(2) The U.N. has hitherto been successful to prevent the military 
agression to certain extent. Korean Problems would not be 
in order as they are now without the protection of the U.N. 


(3) The U.N. has served to promote the Human Rights, to give 
freedom to the suppressed nations, and to assist on. pire 
social, economic and educational developments of the 
under-privileged nations, through its related organizations. 


We should know that there could be certain regional organs to 
serve to solve the international problems in certain areas of 
the world. The situation is not yet fully understood by the - 
Christians in Japan. 

Again the group of nations are divided into two camps 
confronting against each other, just as in the present world 
situations. Some consider it dangerous for the peace of the 
world to join hands and cooperate with either side. 


IV. Possible Contribution of the Church and the Christians 


(1) It may be almost impossible to know the real situation of 
the world at present. So much so when the propaganda 
affects the thought and life of all the people in general. 
This is true within a country as well. as among the countries 
of the world. 


Japanese churches hitherto could not’ have much knowledge of 
the real situation of the world. However, we feel it 

very important that the churches of the different countries 
of the world should exchange their informations and views 

as far as possible. 

In this respect, Christians would be able to render very 
important service which none others cannot compete, in order 
to promote the international understanding and tutual 
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friendship, in presenting just and right informations 
unbiased by any outside influence. 


(2) At this post-war period, when the nations of the world are 
inclined to foster the feeling of hatred and enmity each 
other by biased, propagandism, only Christians, who believe 
ine christ, ches Prince of Peace, would be able to contribute 
to the reconciliation of the world. 

Tt is very important to send well trained Christian 
experts with faith and pbiliaty, trom one: country vo the 
other under-developed countric¢s. 

Japanese churches are praying and expecting the day will 
come when we cin restore the Christian followship with the 
churches in the wast Asia. 


(3) It is very desirous that freedom of Emigration from 
over-populated countries to the vast area with rare 
population may be made possible, and it is hoped for that 
the emigration might be carried on arranged between the 
Christian churches of the countries concerned, that it 
may contribute much to the peace of the world. 


(4) As Japanese Christians are the minority of the population, 
4t is very important that the Christian opinions and 
views on the International problems should be generally 
unified, as far as possible, and the expression of the 
divided opinions among the Christiand should be avoided. 
Japanese churches have been trying and will try to express 
their United views through the Commission on International 
Affairs of the NCC. in connection with the Commission of 
Churches on International Affairs. 


(5) We heartily appreciate the work of the C.C.I.A. established 
jointly by the W.C.C. and the I.M.C. 
Tt may be said that our Japanese churches do not know much 
about the activities of, the C.C.1.A. However, at the 
opportunity of the Evanston Assombly, we would hope that 
we should establish closer fellowship with the churches 
in the East Asia, and exchange right informations and make 
thorough study and research, in order to contribute to 
the peace of the world. 
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INTER-GROUP RELATIONS - Racial and Ethnic Tension 


, At this post-war period, the trend of thought of national 
independence and self-consciousness of the nations in the East Asia 
may be interpreted as a reactionary feeling arisen against the 
supremacy of the western nations. 


As the results of this trend, the relations between different 
nations and races have been changed to some extent. To-day, it 
seems that a new problem has been created by the humiliating 
reflection of the white races and by the strong conviction of the 
Asian nations. 


The Gospel which preaches the equal standing of all the nations 
before God, the Father of mankind, is the unique measure to sdlve the 
problems lying on the way of fellowship between the races and 
nations. The Christian churches have to bear very important mission 
to solve this problem. However, in order to accomplish this mission 
the church just take some steps before she could discharge her duty. 
The church although comprised of Christians, being a congregation 
of man naturally is formed as group and the community life within 
the church becomes the important part of the church life. 

At present stage, the relation between different groups must be 
solved by the Christian community idea. 


Ie What would be the most urgent problem with regard to this 
Inter-group relations our Japanese churches are confronting at 
present? 

Japanese nation learned to remain humiliated as a defeated 
nation, there is no special problem to be taken up. Resident 
western people concerned are the missionaries or service men 

of the security forces, and their relation to the people does 
not create any special problems. 

There are living in the northern island Hokkaido a small number 
of "Ainu tribe" and this also makes no any problem. 

Only one peculiar problem with us is the Korean resident 
(Northern and Southern) in this country. They are now 
politically divided even living together in Japan, and they 
should establish real fellowship and mutual understanding and 
cooperation through the church Jife, and we pray that both sides 
will come to unite into one body in Christ through the intercession 
or our churches. 

Our Japanese churches heartily wish to restore Christian 
fellowship with the Korean churches, and we wish the American, 
Canadian and other Missions working in Korea will understand 

our heart and desire about this matter. 
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II. What weild be the main emphasis in the Svanston Assembly with 
regard to the Inter-group relations in order to serve most 
efficiently t the churches of Japan’? 
we hope that in dealing with the problems of the race and 
group relations, the Bvanston Assembly would not confine the 
efforts much on the formal methods or measures, but put the 
emphasis to create the mutual understanding and fellowship 
between the churches of the different nations that they may 
realize the oneness in Christ. 


III. To what extent the solution of the racial problems in Japan 
will depend on the solution of the problem in world-wide 
scale? 


With regard to this problem, we wish first of all the fears 

and threat of war: must be removed, that the militarism diminish 
throughout the world, and the principle of the welfare state 

will be firmly established in every country. Then the Beumenical 
movement shall fully permeate even to the small group of local 
churches that the belief of oneness in Christ firmly erips the 
minds of all the Christians. In this manner the steps toward 
‘solution of the problems regarding the International and 
Inter-croup relations would be steadily advanced. 

In Japan where Christian religion is generally taken as the foreign 
religion and there is propaganda in certain quarters against 
Christians as if we are servins bo help the American imperialism. 
We believe we Christian in Japan should be conscious of the special 
position we are placed at present, and out relations with the 

East Asian churches. 
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THe LAITY - Christians in his Vocation 


I. On Christian Vocaticn 


In the preparatory eat let,. Une ‘vocation! 


Ais ae 


10t used in 


scriptural weaning as the God's call for salvation, and it 
seems to be used in relation to the guiding purpose of Lite 
or duty and responsibility cf man's oecupation, in its modern 


meaning,. 


Although it is very important for the modern church to consider 
the meaning of occupation of man, when we consider the 


'yocation' of a Christian, it ou 


ght to be dealt with in 


connection with the tyocation" as a calling for salvation? 
For a Christian wno by the "calling for saivation" by God 


became a Christian, the meaning of a 


apartfrom the tod's calling would not be a 
Oo 


it rightly. 


man's duty on occupation 
ble to interprete 


Then, when we take up the problem of Christian in his vocation, 
‘the church's attitude toward Christian's duty on occupation 
should be examined, and meantime Christian's duty and 
responsibility to accomplish his tyocation" should also be 


investigated in its Biblical meaning. 


II. The Meaning of being a "Christian" 


In the preparatory leaflet it has been expla 
topic was taken up mainly concerned with the d 


ned that thie +oOp 
Ssily Lae oe 


the Christians related with his Christian belief. 
However, if we confine the meaning of 'vocation'! to the man's 
present various problems 


profession or, occupation, in order to 
related tc the occupation and faith in 
‘Christians! should be interpreted as 


but the laity. 


And when we deal with the "Christians 
once consider the idea of "Christian's Univers 


modern 


social life, the 


those who are not clergy 


in his vocation" we should 


al Priesthood" 


and the "functional difference of clergy and laity". 


(a) In what sence clergy and laity respectively receive God's 


calling? 


(b) In what respects is there difference of 


the clergy and laity? 


III. Procedures dealing with tie Topic 


(1) Basis of the preparatory leaflets 


shall he 


‘vocation! between 


defined as follows: 
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(2) 


pace 


(a) It has taken up various difficult problems confronting 
the Christians in modern society, and with regard to 
the church's attitude for her reflection rather than 
the study on God's calling of a Christian. 


(b) It seems that the western churches as having enough 
power to-Christianize the society, aim at the mass 
evangelism rather them to strive to save the individual 


souls. 


(c) Just as to keep pace with the actual society, confront 
ing the challenge of the communism and the crisis of 
the western civilization, it seems to reveal the tone 
of attitude of impatience, nerative apologetic rather 
than the positive attitude of witnessing the Gospel. 


In Japan where missionary work is in its Pioneer stage, 

as the younger churches must aim at the evangelism whether 
in opportunity or in Chests. 

In this respect, the laity as well as the clergy, must 


2 


. 


feel the responsibility tv witness the Gospel, as "The 
Soldier of Christ" 

When we take up the topic as MLaity or Christian in his 
vocation" we should thoroughly study the positive vocation 
for Evangelism, "to witness the. Gospel in the daily life 
in actual society". 


Here lies the problem of selection of the occupation and 
the kind of professional work and how to carry on the 
work with Christian conscience. 

Especially in Japan at present where having the probiem 
of over-population and unemployment, there is no freedom 
to choose the occupation in order to support himself and 
his family. 

Tn this connection we feel the most urgent need for .the 
clergy is to be aware of the personal condition of the 
Christian and through personal pastoral counselling to 
Joad aid give help and advice to take the right attitude 


in solution of their occupational problems. 
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